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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, MY 

SUB J : NATIONAL ELECTRICITY BOARD (NEB) FACES 
CASH BIND 

1. ACCORDING TO RECENT PRESS REPORTS, NEB HAS CASH 
FLOW PROBLEM THAT LEAVES IT UNABLE TO PAY ITS PRESENT 
DEBTS. ARTICLES AND NEB SOURCES STATE THIS DUE TO 
TENDENCY ON PART OF CONSUMERS, ESPECIALLY RECESSION 
STRICKEN COMMERCIAL FIRMS, TO DELAY ON PAYMENTS OF 
ELECTRICITY BILLS. AVERAGE CONSUMER NOW TAKING 41 
DAYS TO PAY BILLS. NEB PRESENTLY HAS M$47 MILLION 

IN UNPAID BILLS ON ITS BOOKS. 

2. IN ORDER TO SOLVE PROBLEM, NEB HAS DECIDED THAT 
IF BILLS NOT PAID WITHIN 28 DAYS, ELECTRICITY WILL BE 
SHUT OFF. NEB SOURCES HOPE THEY CAN WEATHER THIS 
CRISIS BY MEANS OF STOPGAP MEASURES. IF NOT. IT 

CLEAR GOM WILL HAVE TO DRAW DOWN SOME OF ITS ALREADY 
SEVERELY LIMITED CASH RESERVES TO BAIL NEB OUT. 
UNDERHILL 
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